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The International Speculative Fiction is proud to present its second short story. After Liviu Radu 

from Romania, we have now to offer you a beautiful short piece of fiction by Lavie Tidhar from 

Israel, one of the most important authors’s when it comes to international speculative fiction. 

 I believe you will find this short story to really suit the spirit of ISF! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aliens 

Lavie Tidhar 

 (Israel) 

When the aliens come you are watching television in a bar in a South Pacific island and 

it’s hot outside; it’s sweltering. There is a whole delegation of different aliens and you watch them 

as they meet the Chinese president in Beijing. Al-Jazeera cuts to shots of the American president 

looking kind of lost on his own in Camp David. A commentator says, cheerfully, that at least now 

the president can work on his golf swing. 

 The aliens are obviously of different species. One looks like a classic alien, big eyes like a 

cat and an elongated face and no ears and his skin is grey. Another one has tentacles. One alien 

is entirely enclosed in something metallic the commentator says is an exo-skeleton. You order 

another beer. 
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 The aliens speak good Chinese. Al-Jazeera puts subtitles on the screen for your 

convenience. The aliens say they come in peace. The bartender snorts. They also want to open 

trade negotiations and sign a bilateral trade agreement, whatever that is. The bartender puts the 

beer down on a fresh mat for you and offers you a bag of peanuts without being asked. ‘Earth is 

no longer an island,’ the aliens say and the Chinese president nods his head until it seems it’s 

about to fall off. The bartender’s name’s Samuel Welegatbit, and he pours himself a fresh beer 

and puts it down next to yours and sits down on the other side of the bar and says, ‘That’s what 

the white man said when he first came here.’ 

 You say, ‘Say what?’ and sweat and sip your beer. 

 ‘That this was no longer an island. Then they wanted us to sign a bilateral trade 

agreement.’ 

 On the screens the alien delegation is talking about technological expansion and skill-

sharing rather than service-delivery strategies. You say, ‘But they could have faster-than-light 

travel!’ 

 ‘Alongside planet-pulverizing guns,’ the bartender says. 

 ‘Yes!’ 

 ‘They must have learned all this from the European Union,’ Sam Welegtabit says. ‘Have 

another drink, it’s on the house.’ 

 On the screen the Chinese president looks away from the camera. You take another sip of 

your beer. There is a silence, broken only by the waves, and then the horn of a cargo ship arriving 

outside the bay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lavie Tidhar grew up on a kibbutz in Israel and has since lived in South Africa, the UK, Vanuatuand Laos. He is the 

author of the ground-breaking alternative history novel Osama (a BSFA Award nominee), and of the Bookman 

Histories trilogy of steampunk novels comprising The Bookman, Camera Obscura and The Great Game. Lavie’s other 

works include linked story collection HebrewPunk, novellas Cloud Permutations, Gorel & The Pot-Bellied God, An 

Occupation of Angels and Jesus & The Eightfold Path. He edited The Apex Book of World SFand was a World Fantasy 

Award nominee for his work on the World SF Blog. 


